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Welcome!
My name is Mr. Maloney and I am the band director at Carver Middle School. I am excited to get
to know each and every one of you and I am anticipating a great year. Band is not only about
music, it is about being a part of a family and that is my goal for this year: to foster a sense of
family and camaraderie through music. Like in all families, each member is equally valued and
important. Welcome to the family!

Sincerely,
Kevin A. Maloney
Mission Statement
The mission of the band program here at Carver Middle School is to provide students with positive
and enriching experiences that fosters students learning leadership skills and how to be a part of
something bigger than themselves through music. Through music education, students are exposed
to cultural, intellectual, and social experiences that foster fellowship and goodwill. To be a part of
the band program is a big honor and requires strong commitment and responsibility. Through high
expectations, students will have the opportunity to develop valuable life skills such as a positive
self-image, time management, confidence, poise, responsibility, and loyalty as well as the musical
abilities needed to be successful musician.
Objectives
• To develop musicians that are fluent in all areas (reading, writing, and playing) of music
• To develop leaders and role models in everyday life
• To develop the student’s ability to work within a team setting
• To provide all students with the opportunity for worthy use of their time, a means for selfexpression, and a healthy social experience
Materials
All students are required to own the following textbook:
Bruce Pearson’s Standard of Excellence (Red Book 1).
The books can be purchased online or at a local music store
• Instrument
• 1” Black binder
• 2-4 pencils
• Pencil pouch that can clip into your binder
• 5 Divider tabs
• Tuner – there are free downloadable applications available on all Apple and Android
devices.
• Metronome – there are free downloadable applications available on all Apple and Android
devices.
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These are required materials that students must have in class EVERY DAY. To receive full
participation credit, all band students must have the following materials at school by MONDAY,
AUGUST 26. Any students that do not have these materials by FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 will
be removed from band. Students with financial/logistical difficulties should see Mr. Maloney.
Additionally, the following instruments will need…
• Woodwinds –
o 3 working Reeds EVERDAY – Vandoren or Rico brand (1.5 – 2.5 strength
depending on level)
o Swab
o Cork grease
• Brass –
o Mouthpiece specific for your instrument
o Valve oil (all but trombones)
o Slide cream (trombones)
o Swab/Snake
• Percussion –
o Vic Firth SD1 (snare drum sticks)
o Plastic Mallets (any brand)
o Practice Pad is highly encouraged
o 6th grade should rent or own a percussion kit, which includes a snare drum and bell
set
All materials must be present during each class period or rehearsal. Failure to have these will
result in a reduction of your daily participation grade.
Where to buy or rent?
Local –
Roper Music
551East Main Street
Suite #106
Spartanburg, SC 29302
(864) 542-BAND (2263)
Music and Arts
1450 W.O. Ezell Blvd.
Spartanburg, SC 29301
(864) 595-1116

Online –
Woodwind & Brasswind – www.wwbw.com
Musician’s Friend – www.musiciansfriend.com
Steve Weiss (percussion specific) – www.steveweissmusic.com
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Note: If your child decides to discontinue band at any point, parents are responsible for returning
rented instruments to the music store. Rented instruments cannot be dropped off at the band room
to be taken back to the music store unless you have worked out a previous arrangement with the
music store.
Spartanburg School District 7 Instruments
There are a limited number of instruments available through the school district. The number of
band students far exceeds our supply of district instruments. School rentals are reserved for
families with financial hardships which prevent the rental from a store. Please email or call your
school’s Band Director for more information regarding rentals if you have issues renting from one
of the above locations.
Note: French Horns and Baritones may be rented through District 7 as music stores only offer
these instruments for purchase. Students are encouraged to own a personal mouthpiece if they
are renting through our district.
Classroom Rules and Expectations
1. Class participation and good behavior are expected always.
2. If an instructor or adult are talking, you are not.
3. DO NOT PLAY until instructed to do so.
4. Be ready for group warm-up and tuning 1 minute after class begins.
5. You many only talk after you are sitting quietly with your hand raised and are called upon.
6. Do not “pack up” until instructed.
7. Absolutely no vandalism of band equipment. An example includes writing on music stands.
8. Stay in seats for the entire class, feet on the floor, with good posture.
9. No food, candy, drinks, or gum in the band room. Water is acceptable.
10. Nothing except for band equipment is to be stored in the lockers – absolutely no food.
11. Respect all when in the band room. Treat others as you would like to be treated.
Classroom Procedures –
1. Enter the band room quietly and mannerly.
2. Backpacks are to be set at the side of the band room when they enter.
3. Get instrument out of locker
4. Sit in assigned seat
5. Attendance
6. Assemble instruments and tune
7. Warm-Up/Technique
8. Skills Development
9. Repertoire
10. Pack-up and exit the band room quietly and mannerly.
Discipline Procedure
1. Verbal Warning
2. Phone Call Home
3. Lunch Detention
4. Referral
If you are in constant violation of the rules or if you fail band class, a meeting will be held to
determine whether you can continue to be in band.
This is in line with the school-wide discipline policy at Carver Middle School
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Attendance Policy
The success of the band depends on the commitment of students and their parents to attend and
support all band activities.
Class –
Students will be graded on attendance and participation as stated in the grading policy. When a
student misses class, it is the student’s responsibility to contact the teacher about assignments.
After School Rehearsals –
Students will also be graded on attendance at after school rehearsals. Written notice from a parent
or doctor is required within 48 hours of an absence or it will be considered unexcused. The only
absences that will be excused are those resulting from sickness or family tragedy. Students
involved in other school organization should provide a schedule before the first rehearsal. Many
times, conflicts with other school activities can be resolved between the two sponsors if we know
ahead of time.
Concert –
Attendance at concerts is strongly encouraged and if an absence is unexcused will result in a failing
grade for the nine weeks period. Absences will only be excused in extreme circumstances with 2week advance notice of an unavoidable conflict or immediate notice of an emergency on the day
of the concert. In the rare event of an excused absence, a makeup assignment will be given.
Conflicts
If your child participates in non-school activities, families are responsible for being aware of
conflicts when scheduling other events. All band members are required to attend all rehearsals
(before or after school) and concerts. I will do everything in our power to make sure that all events,
rehearsals, and performances are thoroughly communicated so that we can all plan accordingly.
I ask that any conflicts be communicated in writing as soon as they come up. Excused absences
include:
• Illness (with a doctors note)
• Death in the family
• Doctor’s appointment only if the appointment has been scheduled prior to the release of
the band calendar and the student has a valid doctors note.
• On occasion, conflicts with other school activities (based upon proper notification and
attempts to resolve the conflict)
I ask that students are picked up promptly after each rehearsal or concert. Parents who are running
more than 10 minutes late, or who have an emergency, should contact Mr. Maloney so that he may
be made aware of the situation. We will work to ensure that all rehearsals and meetings end on
time.
Note: Excused absences will not affect either the student’s grade or their standing in their
ensemble. Excused absences are granted at the discretion of the band director. An excused absence
from a performance is issued only in very rare instances. More than one unexcused absence from
rehearsal may result in a suspension from a performance.

4

District 7 Instrument Rental
District 7 has a limited number of school-owned instruments available for rental and will be
delegated out by seniority. These rentals are typically reserved for larger and specialty instruments
After a rental form has been completed and the rental fee has been paid, all damages and repairs
then become the responsibility of the student and parents.
In some rare instances, instruments have been revoked due to:
• Negligent care of the instrument by the student
• A failing grade
If the instrument is revoked, it is the duty of the parents and student to replace the instrument on
their own behalf.
Lost or Stolen Instruments
The band program, the school district, and Mr. Maloney are not responsible for student owned or
rented instruments and materials that are lost or stolen. Each parent and student is responsible for
recording the instrument’s serial number at home and each student is responsible for making sure
his or her instrument is always taken home at the end of the school day. Parents who rent their
child’s instrument from a music store are strongly encouraged to purchase insurance on that
instrument. Parents who purchase an instrument are recommended to check with their
homeowner’s insurance policy regarding potential loss or theft of that instrument during the school
day.
If an instrument is lost or stolen –
1. Notify Mr. Maloney immediately and provide the serial number of the instrument.
2. Determine where your child last saw the instrument.
3. Upon request, file a police report.
Grading Policy
Students will be graded on the following criteria during the school year…
• Participation Grade (having all materials and participating appropriately)
• Tests/Homework
• Every performance will count as a major test grade
Class participation
Students will receive a grade each day based on preparedness for and participation in class. Points
will be deducted for entering or exiting the classroom in an inappropriate manner, talking, failure
to practice, leaving your instrument in the band room overnight, or not having required materials.
Students who fail to bring their instruments to class will have two points deducted from the 9
weeks grade each time. You must bring a note from home if your instrument is in the shop for
repairs. Students who miss class should ask for a makeup assignment.
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Tests, Rehearsals, and Performances
Playing test will be given often to monitor the progress of the class and will include scales, sections
of concert music or exercises from the method book. Students who miss rehearsals will receive a
0 and in the event of an excused absence will be asked to complete a makeup assignment. A missed
performance will result in a failing grade for the nine-week period.
Calculation of Grades:
Participation:
30%
Tests/Assignments: 35%
Performances:
35%
Private Lessons
All band students are encouraged to study privately with a qualified instructor. Private lessons
allow students to work individually with a specialist of the instrument. Your child will progress
faster studying privately in addition to the classroom instruction. Please visit our HS Band website
for a list of local teachers - www.spartanburgband.org
Student Practice
Music involves both your mind and muscles. Always think about posture, breathing, fingerings,
tempo, tone, and dynamics. It may take a little time to develop a good tone, so regular practice is
the way to improve.
• Listen to your sound. Make it clear and steady.
• Keep a steady tempo as you play through each exercise. Tap your foot and count each beat
and practice with a metronome.
• Clean your instrument carefully when you finish.
• Bring your instrument, pencil, and books to school each band day.
Continuing in Band
Band is a year long commitment. Schools may refuse to change a schedule except for disciplinary
reasons. Your child must pass band for the year to continue to the 6th grade middle school level.
No child, unless approved by the director, can start band after their 5th grade year. Athletic
involvement will not prevent any student from participating in band class. We believe that students
should be able to enjoy all aspects of school life – academics, fine arts AND athletics. No one
should ever have to choose between an education in the arts and a sport. We want students in our
band program who are well rounded and participate in sports, drama, art, clubs, student
government and chorus! Most of the past Valedictorian or Salutatorians of Spartanburg High
School were involved in a performing ensemble from 5th to 12th grade!
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Parent E-mail and Phone Number
In order to better communicate with you as parents, please go to the following link:
https://forms.gle/DdhEjbBB7vg4VEEz6
and fill in the info for your student and yourself. This link will can also be found on
Schoology.
This will allow me to contact you quickly if your student has an immediate need. Also, I will be
able to send out info about events in and out of the classroom.
My school email address is: kamaloney@spart7.org
The Carver phone number is (864) 594-4435 if you need to contact me by phone.
Marching Band
Students participating in marching band will follow the rehearsal and performance schedule given
by the high school director, John McAllister. Students will be notified of the bus that will transport
them from Carver to Spartanburg High School after school each day. Parents should plan
appropriately to have their child picked up after practice.
Performance Attire
For all performances students are required to wear a white top, black bottoms, black socks, and
black shoes.
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2019-2020 Band Calendar of Events
Carver Band Concerts are listed in bold.
All other dates are for informational purposes.
We welcome you and your child to attend any of our band concerts.
2019
November 25

McCracken Middle School Concert

7:00 pm

December 9

Carver Collage Concert

6:00 pm

December 9

SHS Collage Concert

7:00 pm

December 10

Spartanburg Christmas Parade (SHS Band)

6:30 pm

December 12

Todd School Concert (6th – 8th Grades only)

6:00 pm

February 25
February 26
March 4
March 13

Instrument Demonstrations at Pine Street
Instrument Demonstrations at Todd & Drayton Mills
Instrument Demonstrations at Cleveland, Boyd & Wright
Inclement Date for Instrument Demonstrations

March 12

Carver/McCracken/Todd/SHS Pre-Festival Concert

5:00 pm

April 9

Drayton Mills Elementary School Concert

6:00 pm

April 13

Boyd Elementary School Concert
Wright Elementary School Concert

6:00 pm
6:00 pm

April 14

Cleveland Elementary School Concert
Pine Street Elementary School Concert

6:00 pm
6:00 pm

April 21

Todd School Concert (5th – 8th Grades)

6:00 pm

April 23

McCracken Middle School Concert

7:00 pm

April 27 & 29

4th Grade Band Nights @ SHS

5:30-7:30 pm

May 8

Spartanburg H.S. Percussion Ensemble Concert

6:30 pm

May 12

Carver Collage Concert

6:00 pm

May 16

Carowinds

All Day

2020

These dates and times will also be posted in Schoology
Keep this page for your records…I keep mine posted on my refrigerator J
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Handbook Agreement
Student name: __________________________Homeroom:_______________
I understand that being a member of the band requires a one-year commitment. Any
exceptions are by the consent of the school principal ONLY. No student may be dropped
from the class after the first four weeks of instruction. Students may choose on a yearly basis
to continue in the program from the fifth through the twelfth grade based upon parental
consent and teacher recommendation.
Also, we have read and agree to follow the guidelines as described in the band handbook.
***Parent Signature: ________________________________________________
***Student Signature: ________________________________________________
***Date: ________________
The following information is for the band database.
Please go to the following link and fill in the info for your student and yourself. . .
https://forms.gle/DdhEjbBB7vg4VEEz6
if you don’t have internet access…..PLEASE P R I N T below.
Parent Names:__________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________
Home Phone Number: (
) _____________________________
Mom’s Cell Phone Number: (
) ________________________
Dad’s Cell Phone Number: (
) ________________________
**Parent E-mail(s):_______________________________________
School: __________________________
Grade: _________
Homeroom teacher: ________________ Instrument: ___________
Please detach, sign, complete and return this page
to your band director by August 23.
THANK YOU!!!
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