
Understanding Your PSAT/NMSQT Results 

PSAT/NMSQT Score Report 
Take a look at your PSAT Score Report. Notice that 
each section of the test - critical reading, 
mathematics, and writing skills - has its own color-
coded column. Within each color-coded section is a 
great deal of information that provides a thorough 
review of performance and ways to improve your 
academic skills. 

O "Your Scores" Section 
• Each PSAT score - critical reading, 

mathematics, and writing skills - is based 
on a scale of 20 to 80. 

• The score ranges show how much scores 
might vary if students were to take the 
PSAT repeatedly without learning 
additional skills. In other words, the scores 
within this range are considered "equal" 
statistically. 

• Percentiles compare your performance with 
those of other students in your same grade. 

© "Review Your Answers" Section 
This section shows the correct answer, your 
response, and the difficulty level of the question. 
(Mathematics questions also indicate the general 
math area covered in the question.) At the bottom 
of the section is an overview showing the number of 
correct answers for each level of difficulty and the 
number of points subtracted for wrong answers. Go 
over your questions with the test book: 

• Did you really not know the answer? 
• Did you make a careless error? 
• Did you guess instead of leaving the 

question blank? 
In My College QuickStart (see #6), complete answer 
explanations are provided to help you learn from 
mistakes. 

© "Improve Your Skills" Section 
This section demonstrates some specific skills that need 
improvement. These were identified based upon the 
pattern of responses across test questions. For each 
student, personalized feedback is provided for up to two 
writing skills. This does not necessarily mean that these 
are the only skills that need improvement. However, the 
skills listed here are the ones that can be best improved 
through additional attention and learning. 

0 "National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC) 
Programs" Section 
NMSC cosponsors the PSAT/NMSQT, which stands for 
Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying 
Test. NMSC uses the Selection Index score - the sum of 
the critical reading, mathematics, and writing skills 
scores - as an initial screen of students who enter its 
programs and to designate groups of students to be 
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honored. If your Selection Index has an asterisk (*), refer 
to the NMSC section on the back of the score report. 

© "Your Educational Plans" Section 
Before the test, you provided information on your grade 
point average and the college major you are considering 
pursuing. In this section, the College Board provides 
important information about the indicated major, 
including recommended high school courses that will 
help prepare you for college-level work. 

Information About You're my College QuickStart 
Students who take the PSAT receive a free personalized 
college planning kit online at 
www.collegeboard.com/quickstart Using your unique 
access code you can access information about your score, 
a customized SAT study plan and practice test, a 
personalized list of majors and careers, a personalized 
list of colleges based on your preferences, and an 
interactive college and career exploration program. 


